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Newsletter No. 8 -  26 th  May 2009 

From the Principal 
Champagnat Mass 
We have had to change the date for our Champagnat Mass.  This will now be celebrated in the College Gym at 10.30am 
on Thursday, 18

th
  June. 

At this Mass we will once again present the Champagnat Awards and Champagnat 
Medals.  These are given to students who in the view of the staff demonstrate those 
values we attribute to St. Marcellin Champagnat, values such as patience, 
encouragment of others, persistence, trust and care.  These awardees like Marcellin 
are also hardworking and generous with their time. This year for the first time we will 
also be presenting a Champagnat Medal to a staff member. 

 I invite all who are able to attend on this day to join with us in celebrating the life of St. Marcellin Champagnat and 
recognizing the winners of these awards. 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
The Parent Teacher interviews for students in Years 7 - 10 and Year 12 have taken place.  Parent Teacher nights provide 
an opportunity for the school and the parents to join in a partnership in the education of their child.  I thank all those 
parents who attended these nights.    

 

  
Special Sports Day 
Once again the College was the venue for the Special Sports Day.  All the reports I have heard suggest that the day was a 
great success and all who attended had a wonderful time.  Once again our students who assisted did an excellent job.  
We can be proud of them. 

NAPLAN 
Our Year 7 and 9 students took part in the annual literacy and numeracy tests known as the NAPLAN.  All students across 
Australia take part and it provides a snapshot of the literacy and numeracy levels of each student compared with other 
students in their Year at school as well as all students in the same Year across Australia.  This information will be provided 
ǘƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻƴŎŜ ƛǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ  aȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ aǊǎΦ [ƻǳƛǎŜ {ǇǊȅΣ aǊǎΦ Wŀƴ IŀǿǘƘƻǊƴ ŀƴŘ aǊǎΦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ 
for their organisation of this important event. 

Hard at work ς the time keepers 
Some of the parents present 
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Speaker ς Mr Tony Galla 
We were very lucky to have Mr. Tony Galla, an ex-student address the 

College Assembly on Thursday 7
th
 May. He spoke briefly to the 

students about his time at the College and his life and career since 

leaving school.  Tony admitted that while he was an average student 

ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ άŦƻǳƴŘ Ƙƛǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ 

engineer who has worked in an impressive range of industries around 

the world in areas as varied as defence, laser applications, motor 

racing safety, heart implant production tools and fitness equipment - 

not to mention designing equipment for some of the biggest 

telescopes on Earth.  His talk would have given hope to many students 

ǿƘƻ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ άǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΦέ ¢ƻƴȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ 

generously donated a telescope.  You will hear more about this in the 

near future. 

Sexting 
The Sydney papers recently ran a story relating to a young girl at a school in Sydney who used her mobile phone camera 
to take an inappropriate picture of herself.  She sent this photograph to her then boyfriend.  A short time later the 
relationship ended and the photograph was sent to a number of his friends as well as a number of students at her school.  
As you can imagine the girl involved was traumatized by this incident and her parents felt very angry and confused by the 
whole episode.   

At an assembly around this time I addressed the student body on both the morality and the dangers of engaging in the 
practice that has become known as άsextingέ.  At this assembly I made the following points: 

 In NSW an indecent-filming offence carries a maximum penalty of two years in goal and an $11,000 fine. The 
production, dissemination or possession of child pornography is an offence under the NSW Crimes Act. 

 Under Commonwealth Law an item is taken to be an item of child pornography if it is a document or other 
goods that depicts a person, or a representation of a person (who is, or appears to be) under 18 years of age and 
who is engaged in a sexual pose or sexual activity whether or not in the presence of other persons. 

 
I have attached to this newsletter a copy of a recently issued information sheet relating to sexting.  I strongly recommend 
that you talk to your son or daughter about the issues raised in this pamphlet. 

Senior Dinner Dance 
Congratulations to the staff and students for their organisation of 
the Senior Dinner Dance.  Once again the Gym was transformed 
by the decorators and it looked a suitable venue for the occasion.  
Thanks to the staff who supervised on the night and to the 
students for their excellent behaviour. 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Tony Galla with Mr. Col Hawthorn & 
Mr. Stephen Dwyer 

The serious business of balloon 

inflation is in good hands 

An early performer 

The Year 12s 

Some Year 11s 

enjoying the night 



 

PO Box 312, Forbes NSW 2871                                                                 Phone: 02 6852 2000 
rbcc@redbendcc.nsw.edu.au                                                                        www.redbendcc.nsw.edu.au  

aƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ 5ŀȅ ƛn Boarding 
We are very fortunate to have Fr. Paul and Fr. Marcellin come to the College 
each week to lead the Boarding Community in the Eucharist.  Recently it was 
Fr. tŀǳƭΩǎ ΨǘǳǊƴΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ MothersΩ Day.  He surprised 
both Robyn and Carol at the end of the Mass calling them forward for a 
special blessing. 
 
 
 
 
Anaphylaxis Training 

 

Geraldine Dunne, the Education Manager from NSW Anaphylaxis conducted a 

training session for the College staff on Tuesday 19 May.  We have a number of 

students at the College with allergies that may trigger an anaphylactic reaction 

and it is vital that staff are trained to handle such a situation should one arise.  

¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ [ŀǳǊŜƴŎŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ CƻǊōŜǎ tǳōƭƛŎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

training.  

 
 

Diocesan Band Day 
On Friday, 15

th
 May I travelled to Bathurst for the Diocesan Band Day.  I can report that this was one of the most 

enjoyable experiences in my time as Principal of the College.  It was inspirational to see so many students from so many 
schools joining together and giving expression to the real talent they have.  The quality of the performances was 
excellent and our teachers, Mrs. Alison Quinn and Mrs. Justine Squire and their students deserve our thanks and praise 
for so ably representing the College.  I also can now report that while I have a better understanding of the trombone I still 
struggle with the tuba and euphonium. 

ANZAC Day Presentation 
I wrote in the last newsletter of the Commemoration Address written 
and delivered by Emily Pavey and Debra Cupitt at the ANZAC Day 
Ceremony in Forbes.  At the last Assembly Mr. Trevor Currey and Mr. 
Les Findley presented the girls with a certificate of appreciation as well 
as a commemorative key ring.  The key ring contains a small vial of the 
sand from the Gallipoli Peninsula.  

¢Ƙƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ΧΦ 
LŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ άWŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ōŀŘ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ό!ǳǘƘƻǊ 
¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴύ ǘƘŜƴ aŀǊȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƎǊŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΦ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ aŀǊȅΣ ǿŜ 
mostly drag her out at Christmas along with the angels to place her at centre stage; then we pack her softly into the 
ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ōƻȄέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǿŜ ǳƴǿƛǘǘƛƴƎƭȅ ŘŜǇǊƛǾŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
of inspiration, as we daily journey through our own life.  
 
Mary is an ageless figure in the life of the Church; she has always been there and she is always available to be a powerful 
presence in the hearts of believers. We Christians are pilgrim people journeying through time towards our ultimate union 
with God. Mary has already made this journey and can be a sign of hope to all of us who travel the path of faith and 
continue the work of Christ through our lives. Like us, Mary too, knew hardship, sorrow, joy and peace. Things were not 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ [ǳƪŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǎƘŜ ǇƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜέΦ ς Luke 2:19-51. Mary stands out as a 
woman of strength who experienced poverty and suffering, flight and exile, a refugee in another country.  
 
In everyday motherhood we catch a glimpse of Mary. A mother loves each of her children with a unique personal love; 
she does not lump them altogether. Her children stand equally before her; she loves each of her children for who they 
are, not for their gifts or achievements. They do not have to earn her love; it is enough that they are her children. As 
Catholic people, we instinctively feel this about Mary and feel free to take to her our worries, concerns and even distress. 
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In Mary we have an insight into the maternal side of GoŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ 
ƭŜŀŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƛƴŦƛƴƛǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ 
us.  
 
CŀǘƘŜǊ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ wƛŎƘǎǘƻƭƭŜǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά[ƛƪŜ aŀǊȅΣ ǿŜ ōŜŀǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ 
our bodies through Baptism and the Eucharist. We are to bring forth God to 
thŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ǎƛƴƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ Ƙƻƭȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ 
into heaven foretells our own destiny as Christians; where Mary is, one day 
ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ōŜΦέ  
 
In Mary we see a great example of how God acts. It is as though God 
depends on our cooperation for His presence to be made known. God 
ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΣ άΧƭŜǘ ƛǘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¸ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘέΤ 
with this consent He took flesh and came amongst us. Mary is the model for 
ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άȅŜǎέ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ 
understand His word.  
 
In material terms, Mary was poor but she was rich in her Motherhood; she 
was human but God-bearer. Each of us is called to be a person who, like 
MaǊȅΣ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎΦ [ƛƪŜ aŀǊȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ǘƻ 
ōǊƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΣ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ DƻŘ ŀ άƎƻƻŘέ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
example of our Christian journey through life.  

 

 

Br. John Hilet  
Principal 

 

News from the Science Department 
In January 2010, The National Youth Science Forum will again be held in Canberra. This 
forum targets Year 11 students currently studying Science based subjects and who are 
likely to study Science, Technology or Engineering at University. It is a twelve day program 
where students live on campus, experience university life, meet scientists and researchers 
in their workplace, debate science and engineering topics and meet other like - minded 
students.  
This year marks the programs 26

th
 Anniversary and to celebrate this, they are also offering 

the chance for some students to complete this program in Perth. The dates for the forum 
are: 

Session A :  4
th
 - 16

th
 January 2010 Canberra 

Session B :  11
th
 - 23

rd
 January 2010 Perth 

Session C:  18
th
 - 30

th
 January 2010 Canberra  

Applications Close: May 29
th
 2009 

More detailed information, and applications fees can be found online at: www.nysf.edu.au . Some Rotary Clubs may also 
help to sponsor the fee.  The NYSF Rotary Chairperson for our region is: 
Mr. Dominic Drady  άWƻƴŘŀǊŀέΣ 9ǳƎƻǿǊŀ   
Work: 68592233, Fax: 68592581 
Email: John.Drady@det.nsw.edu.au 
 
Mrs. Elizabeth Fell 
Science Co-ordinator 

http://www.nysf.edu.au/
mailto:John.Drady@det.nsw.edu.au

