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Newsletter No. 5 -  25 th March 2009  

From the Principal 

YEAR 11 & 12 RETREATS 
The Year 11 and 12 students had their Retreats in the week commencing Monday, 9th March.  This year we 
again went to the Sports and Recreation Camp at Wagga Wagga.  The comments I have heard from the 
students since their return have all been positive and indicate that once again the Retreats have been a 

significant experience 
for them.   
 
 
The success of the 
programme is the 
result of the enormous 
amount of time and 
effort that goes into 
the preparation and 
planning of the 
Retreats by Mr. 
Stephen Dwyer and the 

Retreat Committee as well as the commitment to the programme by a large number of the College staff who 
lead the students in their time of retreat.   
 
On behalf of College 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who 
was involved with the 
Retreats, in   particular 
Fr. Marcellin and Fr. 
Paul for leading our 
students in the 
Eucharist,  and one of 
our parents Mr. Chris 
Sweeney, who volunteered to help with the Year 12 Retreat. 
 
 
ANZAC DAY 
Anzac Day is a moving experience for me personally.  My grandfather and father were WWI and WWII veteran 
respectively.  Both are deceased and I remember each of them on this day and give thanks for the many 
servicemen and women who gave so much of themselves for our country in times of great trial.   
 

Year 12 Retreat 

Year 11 Retreat 
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I therefore encourage all the students to join in with so many other community members by marching as part 
of the College community on Anzac Day this year.  Students who march are to wear full winter uniform.  The 
detail of the marches in Parkes and Forbes are as follows: 
 

 Parkes ς Assemble in Short Street at 8.15am for an 
8.35am move off.  The Anzac Day Service in Cooke Park will 
follow this. 

 Forbes ς Assemble in Cross Street at 10.15am.  The 
March will follow the usual route to the cenotaph in 
Victoria Park. 

 
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
The newly-elected SRC representatives were presented with their badges at the College Assembly on Tuesday 
11th March.  I said a few words to them before presenting their badges.  I congratulate each student on their 
election and remind them that the Christian model of leadership is one of service: that true leaders serve their 
communities and do not lord it over others.   
 
I believe the students have made excellent choices in the those they have elected to represent them as a part 
of the SRC. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

(l-r) Emily Allegri, Mitchell Doyle, Ben Thomson, Kate Hazelton, Jake Grace, Claire Kronenberg, 
 Debra Cupitt, Matthew Robinson , Carl ten Cate, Lauren McClurg, Teja Arshanapalli, William Fell 
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GIRLSΩ SOCCER ς PARKES COMPETITION 
 
Registration forms have been handed to a large number of 

girls who expressed interest in playing for the College in the 

DƛǊƭǎΩ {ƻŎŎŜǊ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ tŀǊƪŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ 

to be returned to the College by Monday, 30th March as I 

have to register the appropriate number of teams.  Girls 

who do not return their forms by this date run the risk of 

being placed on a waiting list. 

I am still looking for people who might be able to assist on 

Saturdays with the management of a number of these 

teams.  As they often play at the same time I am unable to 

manage all sides.  Please contact me at the College if you are able to help in this regard. 

 
EX-STUDENTS 
Each year I am struck by the numbers of Ex-students who come back to Forbes for their reunions.  Many of 
them come out to the College to have a look around and generally re-connect with their time here.  Those 
that I speak to are sincere in their thanks to the College and the start in life it gave them. 
 
[ŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ aǊΦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ vǳƛƴƴ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŜȄ-
students and the College Council about re-establishing the Red Bend Catholic College Ex-students group.  A 
first and perhaps most vital step in this process is establishing a data base of contact details for the ex-
students.   
 
I ask that any Ex-students who read this newsletter go onto the College web site at 
www.redbendcc.nsw.edu.au/exstudents.asp, print off the contact sheet and send it to the College.  It would 
help us greatly if you also encouraged any of your friends who are also ex-students to do the same.  While you 
are on the web site you can also subscribe to an electronic version of the newsletter.  Simply select subscribe 
at the bottom of the ex-students page and follow the prompts. 
 
 
THINK ABOUT THIS ΧΦ 
 
In one of the many articles written during the immediate aftermath of the 
devastating tsunami wave that swept through many villages along the 
Indonesian coastline, there was one that has relevance to us all. A Christian 
lay missionary was speaking to a small group of Muslim men, when the call 
came for the men to go to Friday prayer around their damaged mosque. Five 
of the men said their goodbyes and answered the call. The sixth man did not 
ƳƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǇŀǳǎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άbƻΦ CƻǊ ƳŜΣ ƴƻǘ ƴƻǿΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƻƻ 
much. Now, I do not have it in me to prayέΦ 
 
This was a simple acknowledgement that there are times when we are 
unable to bear the thought of God, are unable to give ourselves to God in trust, are unable to accept anything 
that exists outside our loss.  
The first Good Friday gave Christians a focal point where they can direct their sense of loss. From His isolated 
position on the Cross, Jesus was all too aware of the reality of loss: betrayed by Judas, denied by Peter, 

¢ƘŜ ¦ƴŘŜǊ мпΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ нллу 
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deserted by His disciples and, seemiƴƎƭȅΣ ŜǾŜƴ ōȅ Iƛǎ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŀŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ άaȅ DƻŘΣ Ƴȅ DƻŘΣ ǿƘȅ 
ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜƴ ƳŜέΦ 
 
tŀŘŀǾŀƴƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά{ƻƻƴŜǊ ƻǊ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƭƛŦŜ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘǎ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻǎǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǎƻǊǊƻǿΣ ƛǘǎ ǿŀǎǘŜŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΣ ƛǘǎ ǘƻǊƳented people, its unimaginable catastrophes and its utter silences. 
When we arrive, we also discover its hope, not the hope of Easter just around the corner, but the hope that 
comes simply from having a place to gather when the pain is unspeakable and the sorrow beyond all bearing.  
 
LŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜ ŜŀŎƘ DƻƻŘ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
know that Jesus will soon rise again, it could be that we know that he is really dying ς just like us.  
 
The tragic sǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ WǳŘŀǎΩ ōŜǘǊŀȅŀƭ ŀƴŘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
survive or our need to be comfortable or our need to be liked, shouldered aside our loyalty to faith, friends or 
loved ones.  
 
Unbelievably, in His time of grŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƭƻǎǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΥ άCŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ 
ǘƘŜƳΧΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇƭƻǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ 
his execution or for his disciples who denied and deserted him; this forgiveness was for all people for all time. 
We are forgiven by God ς but not set free completely. What sets us free is doing the forgiveness ourselves in 
our daily lives. We are truly set free when we forgive.  
 
{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ άƭƻǎǎέ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ need to forgive ourselves; take away the blame we feel that we did 
ƴƻǘ Řƻ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜŘ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŀ ŎŀǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘŜΦ aŀȅōŜ ƻǳǊ 
anger towards another person who caused us financial loss, or the loss of a friend or a loved one has caused 
our life to become bitter and soured. If this is the case, then maybe we should take our loss to the Cross, and, 
in due time, be inspired by the message of forgiveness that is always there. Perhaps our ά9ŀǎǘŜǊέΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
aǳǎƭƛƳ ƳŀƴΩǎ in Indonesia, will take more than three days to arrive.  
 
άDƻŘ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦ  
I will carry some burdens today and some trials will test me out.  
I ask Your help to deal with them lest I stumble and doubt.     
!ƳŜƴΦέ 
 

 

Br. John Hilet  
Principal 
 

From the Creative Arts Department 

The first rehearsal day for the Bathurst Diocesan Music Day will be held next Thursday at St John's College 

in Dubbo. Students received the note this week. This needs to be returned as soon as possible to the front 

office as places are limited. Any student who has not received their note please see Mrs. Squire or Mrs. Quinn. 

Music Lessons with the Mitchell Conservatorium are nearly full. Any student still interested in taking up an 

instrument needs to get an information note from Mrs. Quinn. There are still places available for woodwind, 

guitar, piano, violin, singing and drums. 
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Congratulations to Mrs. Squire's elective Music classes in Year 9 and 10 for their recent performances for 

Seniors Week. students performed well and entertained the crowd. 

Thanks to Logan Dolbel who performed last week at assembly. He entertained the school with his rendition of 

The Entertainer by Scott Joplin. 

Selected students from the year 9 and 10 Drama class will be performing in a play for Heritage Week: The Trial 

of Ben Hall. This is a combined effort with Forbes High School and we are looking forward to an enjoyable time 

working with their Drama Class. 

Students are also reminded that entries for the various Heritage Week Competitions are available from Mrs. 

Quinn.  

Mrs. Quinn 
Creative Arts Coordinator 
 

9/10 All Schools Touch Report 

An experienced Red Bend boys team defeated Coonabarrabran HS 4-2 in round 1. They also defeated 

Mendooran CS 11-1 in round 2, lost to Dubbo College Senior Campus 4-6 in round 3, and bounced back to 

defeat Mudgee HS 4-3 in a close game in round 4 to qualify 

second in pool A for the semi finals.  

Parkes HS finished first in pool B and fielded an experienced team 

in the semi final against Red Bend. It what was a close game 

resulting in overtime where both teams were reduced to five 

then four players. Red Bend went on to win 4-3. 

In a very tight Final dominated by tired legs and strong defence, 

Dubbo College Senior Campus broke the 0-0 deadlock late in the 

ƎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ н ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘǊȅΩǎΦ wed Bend responded but were 

beaten by time, going down to Dubbo College Senior Campus 2-1, 

who move through to the State Final. 

Congratulations to the boys who displayed some terrific skills and 

conduct throughout the day. 

The Red Bend  girls team comprised a wealth of representative level 

experience, which showed throughout the day. They easily 

defeated Dubbo South 5-0 in round 1, Mendooran CS 5-1 in round 2 

ŀƴŘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ ǊƻǳƴŘ оΣ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǳƴŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ 

of their pool moving into the quarter finals. They remained 

undefeated after the semi final, defeating Coonabarrabran HS 4-1. 

This placed the girls against Parkes HS in the final, who were also on 

top of their pool and undefeated up to this point. The Final was a 

close game, but Parkes pulled away, showing more discipline and 

structure to win 4-1 and move through to the State Final. 

Congratulations to the girls who only had a team of 9, leaving them 


