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Newsletter No. 3 ¦ 24 th February 2009  

From the Principal 

Induction Mass 

The annual Induction Mass was held in the College Gym on Tuesday 10th  February.  At this Mass the 2009 College 

Student Leaders were formally inducted into their roles and the Year 12 students were presented with their 

College badges.  The new members of staff were also given a Marist medallion as a small token of welcome.   

I would like to thank Mr. Stephen Dwyer and the Liturgy Committee for their efforts in the preparation of our 

liturgy, Mrs. Alison Quinn, Mrs. Justine Squire, the musicians and choir for the wonderful music and singing, the 

many staff who assisted in the setting up of the gym for the liturgy and Bishop Chris Toohey, Fr. Paul Clarke and Fr. 

John Keeble for leading us in the celebration of the Mass.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Paul Clarke, Bishop Chris Toohey and 
Fr. John Keeble before the Mass 

Br. John with the new teachers ς Mrs. Sarah Todd, 
Mr. ¢ƻƴȅ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ aǊ. Chris Douglass and 

Br. Bryan Leak 
(absent ς Mrs. Wendy Dunstan) 

Br. John, Mr. Stephen Dwyer with the Liturgy Captains 
Jessica Tighe (Xavier), Emily Pavey (Loyola), Charlotte 

King (Denis) and Michaela Buchanan (Basil) 

Jake Grace and Debra Cupitt, the College Captains 
with Br. John and Mrs. Trish Martin 
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College Swimming Carnival 

The College Swimming Carnival was held on Thursday 12th February.  I am very proud of the students and the way 

in which they entered into the spirit of the day.  The colours, the chants and the cheering were a clear indication of 

the House spirit of the students.  The chanting was the loudest and most sustained I have heard in my time at the 

College.  There would have been some hoarse students by the end of the day! The students have a great sense of 

school spirit and events such as the swimming carnival clearly demonstrate this. 

In what was a close contest all day with Xavier, our congratulations go to Basil for winning the carnival. Thanks to 

our Sports Coordinator, Mrs. Deborah Wheeldon for the organisation of the event and to the staff and the student 

leaders who ably supported on the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Winners of the costume 
competition Xavier House The Winners of the program cover 

competition 
 

Cooking the BBQ 
 

The successful House Captains Simone Norrie & 
Matthew Cusack The keepers of the score 
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Age Swimming Carnival 

Once again we held the Age Swimming Carnival as a twilight event in the Forbes Town Pool.  Our thanks go to Mrs. 

Deborah Wheeldon for her organisation of the night and to the staff who assisted.  Many thanks also to the 

parents who attended and acted as marshals and timekeepers etc. Congratulations to the students who competed.  

I expect they will represent the College with distinction in the upcoming Diocesan Swimming Carnival. 

 

Bushfire Relief Fundraising 

I, along with many others, sat and watched the utter devastation and heartache wrought by the bushfires in 

Victoria.  I realise that in the face of such a tragedy we can feel powerless.   What we can do however is pray.  I ask 

you to pray that God gives those people affected the courage to go on and to start again and that His spirit of 

compassion is made present through the actions of those around them. 

The College Community raised money to support those people affected by the fires.  The students had a Plain 

Clothes Day and the staff had a Morning Tea on Friday 6th February.  These two events raised over $3,000.  This 

amount clearly reflects the generosity of the College community and I thank everyone for their support and 

compassion.  The Marist Brothers have three schools in the areas most affected by the fires: Assumption College in 

Kilmore, Lavalla Catholic College in Traralgon and Bendigo Catholic College.  The families in these communities will 

no doubt benefit from these funds. 

 
Science and Engineering Challenge - 2009 

The Science and Engineering Challenge will be held at the College this year.  The Challenge is organised by the 

University of Newcastle and sponsored by the Forbes Rotary Club.  In the Challenge small teams of students 

compete by working at solving a variety of science or engineering problems.  This year there will be a number of 

new activities with nŀƳŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ŜǇǊŜŎƘŀǳƴ /ŀƴƴƻƴΩΣ Ψ9ǎŎŀǇŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǎǘ ²ƻǊƭŘΩΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ 5ƛǎƘΩΣ ΨDƻƭŘ CŜǾŜǊΩΣ 

Ψ.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ9Ŏƻ-IŀōƛǘŜŎƘΩ ǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿΦ 

The challenge takes place on Thursday 5th March and these schools have indicated they will be participating: 

 

1. {ǘ wŀǇƘŀŜƭΩǎ /ƻǿǊŀ 
2. Orange High School 
3. Red Bend Catholic College 
4. Forbes High School 
5. Cowra High School 
6. James Sheahan Catholic High School 
7. Peak Hill Central 
8. Parkes High School 

 

I wish those students representing the College all 

the best in this Challenge. 

 

Students involved in the 2008 Challenge 
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School-Based Adolescent Vaccination Program 2009 

The Greater Area Health Service will offer, as part of the Adolescent Vaccination Program, the following 

vaccinations in 2009: 

 Hepatitis B ς 2 dose schedule about 6 months apart for all Year 7 students 

 Varicella (Chickenpox) ς 1 dose for all Year 7 students 

 HPV (Gardasil) ς 3 dose schedule at 0, 2 and 6 month intervals for Year 7 girls only 

 Diptheria, Tetanus & Pertussis ς 1 dose for all Year 10 students. 

A parent information kit has been mailed to you this week.  You are advised to read all the information carefully, 

complete the consent form and return it to the College if you wish your son or daughter to be vaccinated.  It is vital 

that this form be returned as your son or daughter will not be vaccinated without it.  The date for the first series of 

vaccinations is Monday 30th March. 

Apex Caravan Park 

The manager of the Apex Caravan Park in Forbes has rung the local schools seeking our assistance with a problem 

he has been experiencing for some time.  A number of local adolescents swim in the river behind the Apex Caravan 

Park. This is not a problem.  He is concerned that often the Park is used as a thoroughfare and this creates a 

disturbance for the families who are staying there.  On a few occasions damage has been done to property.   I 

would encourage parents who know their son or daughter swims in this area to ask them to respect the fact that 

the Caravan Park is private property, cease using it as a thoroughfare and not create a disturbance when swimming 

in the river. 

¢Ƙƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΧΦ 

On occasion, it can be quite refreshing when an alternative is offered to something that makes us think that we 

ƘŀǾŜ άƘŜŀǊŘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦέ  ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ [Ŝƴǘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƻŦ άǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾe up for 

ƭŜƴǘέ ŎƛǊŎƭƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎΥ  

Fast from anger and hatred  

     ς be more patient and understanding.  

Fast from judging others  

     ς think kindly thoughts. 

Fast from discouragement  

     ς be full of hope.  

Fast from complaining  

     ς focus on gratitude.  

Fast from resentment or bitterness  

     - turn to forgiveness.  

 

Of recent times, Lent has possibly lost some of its importance for some Christians, but a Christianity that celebrates 

only the joyful times, like Christmas and Easter, leaves us with a fractured Spirituality. We need to have the 

balance of being challenged by the sometimes harsh truths of human life ς our weaknesses and failings. 

We need the Season of Lent if we are to live in imitation of Christ, to be Christians. We need to work out for 

ourselves what it is in our lives that needs to die, to be no longer part of our lives, that which makes us candidates 

 


