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Newsletter No. 9 ¦ 19 th June 2009   

From the Principal 
BISHOP CHRIS TOOHEY 

It was with great sadness that I read the article in the Sydney Morning Herald 

regarding the resignation of Bishop Chris as the Bishop of Wilcannia-Forbes.  I 

have counted myself blessed to be a Principal in a Diocese with a Bishop who has 

been so willing to give of his time and self to the students of our College.  Other 

Principals have listened with awe as I described his level of involvement in the 

College and the open and friendly way in which he relates to both the students 

and staff. He will be sorely missed by both Red Bend Catholic College and the 

Diocese. I offer the prayerful support of the College Community and ask that God 

blesses him as his presence among us has blessed us. 

It has also been announced that Bishop Terry Brady, Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney, has 

been appointed Apostolic Administrator until a successor to Bishop Toohey is 

appointed. 

SWINE FLU 

As you are no doubt aware the world is presently worried about the spread of the H1N1 flu virus, also known as Swine 

Flu.  Even though the overall infection rate is still low we have been advised by the Catholic Education Commission of 

NSW to communicate the following information to all parents and staff.   

It is vital we all exercise even greater care than normal in the:  

 Covering of mouth and nose if coughing or sneezing; 

 Washing of hands after contact with soiled handkerchiefs, tissues of any discharge from nose or mouth. 
 

The school exclusion policy introduced recently has been working effectively and while there have been several cases of 

school children in NSW who have tested positive to the virus there is no evidence of community transmission of human 

swine influenza within NSW. Parents of students at these schools have been advised of the situation.  Any school child 

who returns from an area of high prevalence of human swine influenza will be required to stay away from school for 

seven days after their return to NSW. The following countries Mexico, Canada, the United States, Japan, and Panama as 

well as the Melbourne metropolitan area are presently listed as area of high prevalence of human swine influenza.  As 

before, if the child remains well after seven days they can return to school. 

!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ ΨŦƭǳ ƭƛƪŜΩ ǎȅƳǇǘƻƳǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀȅ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ  ƴƻǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ 

are advised they do not have Swine Flu or the symptoms pass.  

While it is important not to panic it is also important that we do all we can to minimise the spread of the infection.  

Additional information about Swine Flu can be found on the NSW Health web site at www.health.nsw.gov.au 

 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/
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ENROLMENTS FOR 2010 

It might seem early to be writing about enrolments for 2010 but I have commenced interviewing students.  If your son or 

daughter or the child of someone you know would like to attend Red Bend Catholic College in 2010 then you should 

contact the College to obtain an enrolment package and return the package as soon as possible.  There is presently a 

waiting list at one Year Level and boarding places are filling rapidly.  I would hate someone to miss out because they 

applied too late.   

Please contact Mrs. Toni Lennane for enrolment information.  The enrolment and medical forms can also be downloaded 

from the College web site. 

HSC GEOGRAPHY FIELD WORK 

I recently had the pleasure of taking my HSC class to Sydney for the fieldwork component of their Geography course.  On 

the Monday we conducted an investigation of the dune system on the Kurnell Peninsula while on the Tuesday we looked 

ŀǘ ǳǊōŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ tƻƛƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ wƻŎƪǎΣ ²ŀƭǎƘ .ŀȅ ŀƴŘ tƛŜǊƳƻƴǘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  L ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ 

the way they engaged with the activities and I also commend them on their excellent behaviour.  I would like to thank  

Mrs. Kellie Wilson who came to assist me with the supervision of the group and Gerard Barklimore who assisted with the 

bus driving in Sydney. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Group outside the National Maritime Museum Jacob and Sarah filtering sediment particles 

Toni measuring distance and Cameron gradient At Observatory Hill 
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FORBES ROTARY CLUB ς FINE YOUNG AUSSIE AWARDS 

hƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ о WǳƴŜ L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CƻǊōŜǎ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƭǳōΩǎ CƛƴŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ !ǳǎǎƛŜ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ 

held at the Forbes Sports and Recreation Club.  The Fine Young Aussies program recognises young people who are 

outstanding in the fields of leadership, study, sports, arts and community service.  The Rotary Club believes (as do I) that 

too much publicity focuses on the bad behaviour by a small section of our young people and they want to highlight and 

give recognition and encouragement to the ΨƎƻƻŘ ȅƻǳǘƘΩ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ¢ǿƻ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

awards and I offer my, and I am sure the congratulations of the College community, to both Emma Herridge and Debra 

Cupitt.  Debra was announced as the winner of the senior section of the Fine Young Aussie Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PARENTS AND FRIENDS DEBUTANTE BALL 

The 2009 P & F Debutante Ball took place at the Forbes Services Memorial Club on Saturday 13 June.   Nineteen young 

women from our Year 11 class made their first truly formal appearance in society along with their partners. Our 

congratulations must go to the debutantes and their partners for the way they prepared for the evening and the 

confident way in which they presented themselves to Brother Justin Guthrie who came from Melbourne via Leeton for 

the occasion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events such as a Deb Ball require many hours of work from a large number of people. I would like to thank: 

 The office staff at the College for many hours of administrative work behind the scenes; 

 The members of the Deb Ball working group  - Mrs. Lorraine Everest (Chair), Mrs. Marg Gunn, Mrs. Janice Whittaker, 
Mrs. Debby Buckley, Mrs. Michelle Grace, Mrs. Karen Glennan, Mr. Lawrence Hodge, Mrs. Jo Donnelly, Mrs. Louise 

Emma Herridge Debra Cupitt 
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Spry and Mr. Stephen Hooper.  This group met weekly to prepare the Debs and their partners as well as the 
decorations for the Function Room; 

 Mrs. Margaret Gunn and those who assisted with the decoration of the Function Room; 

 Br Justin Guthrie representing the Southern Province of the Marist Brothers for receiving the debutantes; 

 Mrs. Denise Walker for being Matron of Honour; 

 Mrs. Katrina Jay for representing the Parents & Friends; 

 Br Aidan Smith for leading us in the grace; 

 aǊΦ aŀǊƪ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ /ŜǊŜƳonies; 

 Mrs. Susan Earl for so professionally introducing  the Debs and their partners; 

 The dance instructors ς Mrs. Joyce Cummings and Mr. Bryan Jones 

 Ms. Jenny Neilsen and Mr. Stephen Hooper for organising the Debs and partners at the Services Club. 
 

THINK ABOUT THIS ΧΦ 

In chapter five of his Gospel, Mark tells the story of the day when Jesus was on his way to the house of a rich man named 

WŀƛǊǳǎΦ WŀƛǊǳǎΩ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ WŀƛǊǳǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜƎƎŜŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻ ŎǳǊŜ ƘŜǊΦ ²ƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŜƴǘΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

accompanied by his disciples and a multitude of people ς the curious, the critics, the unemployed. Also in this swirling 

melee of noisy, jostling, perspiring people was a woman who, for the past twelve years, had been suffering from 

hemorrhaging. She was hƻǇŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƳ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎǳǊŜŘΦ  

²ƘŜƴΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǎƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ǘƻǳŎƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƎŀǊƳŜƴǘΣ WŜǎǳǎ ƪƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ 

ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²Ƙƻ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ƳŜΚέ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΥ ά²Ƙƻ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ȅƻǳΚ 

/ƻƳŜ ƻƴΣ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ƎŜǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻō ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪ ΨǿƘƻ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ƳŜΚΩέ  ¢ƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ aŀǊƪ ǿŀǎ 

saying in this story, is that the disciples were aware of a crowd but Jesus was keenly aware of only one person. Mark 

wanted to convey not just the power of Jesus to heal but also His remarkable sensitivity, his capacity to feel and respond 

to what was going on in other people.  

To be sensitive does not mean that we take everything personally and hurt easily, so that being around us is like trying to 

walk on eggs. It is not about ourself; it is about other people and the effect of our words and actions on their needs and 

feelings. When it comes to dealing with children, we all know that children have an uncanny sense of knowing if we are in 

ǘǳƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǳƴŜ ƻǳǘΦ  

So how do we teach children to be sensitive to us and become sensitive people in their own right? The answer is by 

example.  As adults, we need to think pƻǎƛǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǊŜǾƛǎŜ ƻǳǊ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎƻ 

well. Maybe we can seek help, listen to that help and adapt it to our situation. We need to foresee the consequences of 

imposing our own agenda onto children and remain flexible in our understanding of the changes that occur in children as 

they move into adolescence and adulthood.  

Being sensitive does not come naturally, it takes a conscious effort to recognise the fact that other people have the same 

emotions and feelings, the same drives, ambitions, fears and yearnings that we have. However, if we wish our society in 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ άǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜέΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǿŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ǘƛǇǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 

influence over the present and the future: ourselves and our children. 

 

Br. John Hilet  
Principal 
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From the Curriculum Coordinator 
Year 7 to 10 

Years 7 to 10 began their half yearly exams on Monday 15
th

 June. They will conclude on Friday 26
th

 June. Teachers have 
prepared the students by providing them with a range of study devices. These can include; revision questions, sub-
headings for summaries, past papers and scaffolds for setting out their answers. 

All students have been encouraged to devote quality time to their study and to actively study.  

Year 11  

Students in Year 11 have completed their Half Yearly exams and parents will receive their reports in the near future. On 
the whole the students achieved reasonable results and teachers have indicated that there have been some impressive 
results from individual students. There is room for improvement particularly in the time allocated to study. For a number 
of students these exams sent a clear message about how important it is to be actively study and to do it on a regular 
basis. 

Year 12 

Students in Year 12 have recently received their draft Trial exam timetable.  The trial exams begin Monday 10
th

 August 
and conclude Friday 21

st
 August. The students have been directed to begin studying for their trials, especially as they are 

heavily weighted. One area that has been stressed to the students is the importance of using the syllabuses for each 
course as a study guide.  It is hoped that the Year 12 students will look to organising their time to accommodate their 
final assessment items as well as quality time to study for their Trial exams. 

Mock Trial 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ȅŜŀǊ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ aƻŎƪ ¢Ǌƛŀƭ ǘŜŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǳǊ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ Country 
rounds, winning all four rounds,  and will now complete in the first Regional elimination rounds. 

The Mock Trial team members are Eliza Unger, Kate Hazelton, Amelia Sweeney, Eleanor Martin, Rory Jay, Luke Melisi, 
Carl ten Cate and Thomas Devitt.  

In the last two rounds Red Bend has competed against Young High School and All Saints Bathurst.  

The fourth round was a criminal case, held at Parkes Court House. Red Bend was the prosecution and All Saints the 
ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ wŜŘ .ŜƴŘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŀt the defendant knowingly had in her possession narcotics that she received 
whilst overseas.  Red Bend was successful in proving that the defendant was guilty beyond reasonable doubt, and 
probably more importantly we won the trial. 

The Magistrate Mr. Bill Burke was extremely complimentary to ōƻǘƘ ǘŜŀƳǎΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ YŀǘŜ IŀȊƭŜǘƻƴΩǎ 
όCƛǊǎǘ .ŀǊǊƛǎǘŜǊύ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŀƴǘΣ 9ƭƛȊŀ ¦ƴƎŜǊΩǎ ό{ŜŎƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎύ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ƘŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎ 
ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 9ƭŜŀƴƻǊ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ό{ƻƭƛŎƛǘƻǊύ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛon and support of the barristers. 

Rory Jay (second Barrister) once again was very thorough with his closing address. His review of the law and the case 
itself was succinct and very polished. Thomas Devitt (Court officer) managed to keep order in the court, and was very 
professional swearing in witnesses.  Amelia Sweeney (First witness) gave an excellent recitation of her statement and 
confidently managed the tricky cross examination.  

At this stage Red Bend has not been notified of our next opponent. 

The Mock Trial teams wish to thank the staff at Parkes Court House and Mr. Bill Burke for presiding as the Magistrate.  

Mrs. Trish Martin 
Curriculum Coordinator 
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Creative Arts Excursion 2009 
Last week 41 students travelled to Sydney for three days to participate in a number of Creative Arts Activities. 

When the group arrived in Sydney they attended a computer workshop at the Powerhouse Museum where they 
composed music and developed a film clip to accompany their composition. There were many original and inventive films 
and compositions. 

In the evening the group went to the IMAX Cinema at Darling Harbour and watch Star Trek. Even for those who were not 
Star Trek fans it was a unique experience. 

On the second day the group started out early to go on a tour of the ABC Studios at Ultimo. Here students were taken 
around both radio and television studios. After this they travelled around to the Sydney Conservatorium of Music and 
viewed a concert put on by their Saxophone Orchestra. Here the students listened to a wide range of repertoire from late 
renaissance styles through to an Australian Premiere of a new work for saxophone orchestra.  

In the afternoon the group split and attended Drama Workshops at the Australian Theatre for Young People. These 
workshops were entertaining and all students participated fully creating some amazing pieces with the assistance of the 
tutors. 

The highlight of the trip was undoubtedly attending the performance of Chicago at the Lyric Theatre. It was a fast paced 
and entertaining show that all the students enjoyed fully. The student should be commended on being able to dress up 
ready for the theatre in 15 minutes. 

The following morning the group had an early breakfast and went into the city to look at the Sunrise Morning Show. After 
the show finished, with Red Bend being mentioned and the students getting on the television, they all had time to talk to 
Kochie and Mel. After this, the group had a photo opportunity with the cast. 

The cast of Sunrise with the Red Bend Staff and Students 


