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Newsletter No. 2 -  11 th February 2009  

From the Principal 

Band 6 Students 

¢ƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ нр ƻŦ ƻǳǊ I{/ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ нллу ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΩǎ 

assembly.   Unfortunately only 18 of the students were able to be with us on the day as the others had already 

commenced employment or pre-University studies.  Each of these students achieved a very high standard 

during 2008 and were presented with a commemorative plaque in recognition of their efforts. 

Band 6 results do not just happen.  They require hard work and dedication on the part of both the students 

and their teachers.  I thank the teachers for all they do for our students ς not only in Year 12 but across all 

year levels. 

L-R Lauren Canellis, Kyle Reynolds, Anastasia Murney, Alex Smith, Amanda Maitland, Nicholas Cannon, Jessica Adams, 

wƻŘƴŜȅ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΣ !ƴƴŜƳŀǊƛŜ aŀǊŎƘΣ WŀƳŜǎ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ {ƛƳƻƴŜ 5ǊŀȅΣ aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ {ƻƳŜǊǎΣ .ǊƻƻƪŜ /ŀƭŘǿŜƭƭΣ 

Annabelle Green, Vanessa Gavin, Olivia Terry, Sarah Sweeney, Br. John Hilet and Emily Tighe 

(Absent ς Rosemary Atkins, Sarah Dempsey, Ivan Ingram, Alyssa Martin, Joshua Noble, Alex Poon and Nicole Warner) 

 

It is usual for the College Dux to make a short speech at this Assembly.  The College Dux, Rosemary Atkins, was 

unable to be at the assembly as she had commenced employment in Sydney.  In her absence  I asked Emily 

Tighe (UAI 99.0) to address the assembly. 

9ƳƛƭȅΩǎ {ǇŜŜŎƘ 

Well firstly congratulations to the Class of 08 and an even bigger congratulations to the absent Roie Atkins 

with her stupendous UAI of 99.45. 

I was talking to Roie only yesterday. She was sitting in an office in the CBD of Sydney wearing a suit and telling 

me how her new job has her checking the tax from government departments and how she is the watchdog of 

fraud in NSW. Already, Roie has taken the mathematical world by storm with her brilliance. Meanwhile, 
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Lauren and I leave for ANU in Canberra next week to study Law. Both Sarahs are heading to Sydney to study 

Health Science and Physiotherapy, Alex is an Engineer to be, Sam will hit the Law Courts of Wollongong soon 

ŀƴŘ bƛŎƻƭŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ōƛƎ hŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇƛǎǘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

by our marks, marks that are not a reflection of our personal performance alone. That so many of us have 

achieved so much means that all of you can do the same.  

This school deserves so much of the praise that ǿŜΩǾŜ received. Whether it will be Mrs. Pietsch overseeing 

your study, Mr. King proofreading yet another draft or Mrs. Hawthorn drawing up another ideas / techniques 

chart, you all have so much support and encouragement awaiting you in your final year. Always ask the 

teacher questions and seek their help, they are your best resources.  

Keep in mind that a Band 4 will only take 10 extra minutes of study to move into a Band 5 and 10 more for this 

5 to reach 6. Keep your Friday night party, your Saturday job and your games of sport as well, because when in 

Year 12 remember that the HSC is in your ƭƛŦŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ you in the HSC.  

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ wƻƛŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ п ǳƴƛǘǎ ƻŦ ƳŀǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

do any maths or science but 4 units of English and lots of HSIE ς if you love art do art, if its woodwork, do 

woodwork ς ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǘ ƛǘΦ  

¢ƘŜ I{/ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ƴȅ ¦!L Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŜȄǇƛǊȅ ŘŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ 

ŎƭŀǎǎƳŀǘŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ Band 6 but who have really exciting paths ahead of them, whether it be joining 

the Navy or becoming a Graphic Designer. 

Know that if we can do it, you most certainly can. 

DƻƻŘ [ǳŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ лфΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ¦!L ƻŦ млл ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΣ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŜǊŜΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ us already miss it. 

Enrolments 

Enrolments numbers for 2009 are up on 2008.  Our total enrolment is expected to be around 590 students. 

We once again have five Year 7 classes with an enrolment of about 130 students.  We have four classes at 

ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ¸ŜŀǊǎ у ŀƴŘ ф ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ¸ŜŀǊ млΦ  {ŜƴƛƻǊ DƛǊƭΩǎΣ WǳƴƛƻǊ DƛǊƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ WǳƴƛƻǊ .ƻȅΩǎ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ 

all practical purposes full.   

 

 

 
              ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ тΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ 

      the first day 

 
       Enjoying Art class 

 
     In HSIE 
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Year 7 and New Parents Evening 

I thank the many Year 7 Parents who attended the Information 

Night held in the Hall on Thursday 5 February.  During the night 

there were presentations on the background and ethos of Red 

Bend Catholic College, the Year 7 Curriculum, the Pastoral Care 

system, Religious Education and Retreats and the daily 

organisational matters such as the timetables and the handbook.  

After the presentation, the parents had an opportunity to meet 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ т ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ 

attendance. 

 

Bus Travel 

Late last year there was some confusion over changes to bus travel arrangements in 2009.  As a result local 

bus companies are getting calls from parents enquiring as to the nature of any changes.  Late last year the 

NSW Government reversed its earlier decision and everything remains the same as it was in 2008.   Please ring 

the local bus companies if you are unsure as to your eligibility for free bus travel. They will be able to assist 

you. 

 

Welcome to new staff 

Mr. ¢ƻƴȅ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ς will be teaching Mathematics and Year 9/10 

Computing.  He will also be replacement Xavier House Coordinator 

while Mrs. Tandy is on maternity leave. 

Mr. Chris Douglass ς will be teaching HSIE, TAS and also working 

in the area of literacy support. 

Br Bryan Leak ς will be working in the area of numeracy support. 

Mrs. Sarah Todd ς will be working in the area of literacy support. 

Mrs. Wendy Dunstan ς Food Technology Assistant 

 

Parents and Friends 

The first Parents and Friends Committee meeting is to be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 25th February at Holy 

Family School in Parkes.  A bus transporting parents from Forbes to the meeting will leave from  the Cenotaph 

in Victoria Park at 6.50pm on the night.  I invite all parents, especially the parents of new students, to attend 

this meeting and become involved in a very important College committee. One of the items of business at this 

meeting will be the establishment of a working group for the Deb Ball. 

 

National Secondary Computer Fund 

We received notification on 28th January that Red Bend Catholic College has been successful in our application 

ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ CǳƴŘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜƎǳƴ 

the process of obtaining quotes for 86 computers.  Clearly the addition of these computers to our network will 

ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ L/¢Φ 

 

 

aǊΦ ¢ƻƴȅ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ aǊΦ /ƘǊƛǎ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎǎΣ  
Mrs. Sarah Todd and Br Bryan Leak 

Absent Mrs. Wendy Dunstan 

The parents at the Information Night 
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School Leaving Age 

On 29th January the Premier announced that the NSW Government will be introducing legislation designed to 

raise the school leaving age to 17 years.  From 2010 all students will complete Year 10.  If students want to 

leave school after Year 10 they will need to be in vocational training, an apprenticeship or paid employment 

for more than 25 hours per week. 

 

Tender Process for Boarding Refurbishment 

I am hopeful that the tender documents for the Boarding Refurbishment will be completed soon and we can 

then go to tender.  The process has taken longer than initially anticipated.  The Federal election in 2007 meant 

that the process was stalled for a while during the changeover of Government and the various funding 

procedures. 

 

Age Swimming Carnival 

Once again the Age Swimming Carnival will be a twilight carnival commencing at 5.30pm on Monday 16th 

February at the Forbes Pool.  We hope this will enable more parents to come and watch their children 

compete and to assist with the running of the carnival.   Any parents who would be able to assist on the night 

with time keeping, marshalling, judging etc should ring the front office and leave your contact details. 

 

New College Council Members 

Long serving members Michael Green and Judith Shore have resigned from the College Council as they no 

longer have children attending the College.  Last year I called for nominations from people interested in taking 

their places on the College Council.  I have received two nominations and am happy to announce the new 

Councillors: 

Á Mrs. Pam Burke from Trundle ς the mother of Laura Year in 10. 

Á Mrs. Sharon Maguire from Forbes - the mother of Luke in Year 8 and Ben in Year 7. 

I thank both Pam and Sharon for their willingness to take on this important role. 

.ƻŀǊŘŜǊǎΩ hǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘǎ 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ¢ŜǊƳǎ м ŀƴŘ п ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ .ƻŀǊŘŜǊǎΩ hǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 9ȄŜŀǘ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘǎΦ  /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ 

take place aǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ aƻƴŘŀȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ .ƻŀǊŘŜǊǎΩ hǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎ 

ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦŦ ŦƻǊ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 5ŀȅ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ .ƻŀǊŘŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘŜǊǎΩ hǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ¢ŜǊƳǎ м 

and 4 are to provide an opportunity for full-time boarders to go home. I ask the parents of the Day Students 

and Weekly Boarding students for their cooperation in ensuring their child attends school on these days. 

 

Australia Day 

My thanks to the students and staff that represented the College 

at the various Australia Day celebrations held in Forbes, Parkes 

and Eugowra.  Each year a number of our students and staff take 

time out from their holidays to represent the College community 

in these local events. 

 

Red Bend Catholic College Rugby League Carnival 

Anyone who has visited the College recently could not help but notice the very dry condition of the College 

grounds.  The College has no water allocation to irrigate our ovals and as a result the fields are unplayable.  

For this situation to change there needs to be a substantial fall of rain in the next couple of weeks.  As this 

Several students marching on Australia Day 
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does not look likely I have had to make the rather unfortunate decision to cancel the Red Bend Catholic 

College Junior Rugby League Carnival for 2009. 

 

Champagnat Education Council 
I have accepted an invitation to be a member of the Champagnat Education Council.  The Council provides 

advice to the Director of Champagnat Education and the Provincial.  Its areas of responsibility are: 

 The ongoing clarification of the overall vision for education in the Province. 

 ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 Future planning for Province schools including where Brothers might be especially valuable. 

 Monitoring and providing responses to a changing educational and church environment. 

The Council meets once per term.  Meetings are held each term  at a various schools throughout the  

Melbourne Province.  This year the meetings will be held at Marist-Sion College in Warragul (Victoria), Sale 

Catholic College (Victoria), Sacred Heart College in Adelaide and Newman College in Perth. 

¢Ƙƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ΧΦ 

Do you know the difference between an optimist and a pessimist? Well, the optimist laughs to forget and the 

pessimist forgets to laugh. Perhaps during the holiday break, you found yourself moving in and out of the two 

camps. Whatever your state of humour, welcome to the new School Year. 

Even though the holidays are over, our role continues and picks up again on being co-partners in the 

education of your children. As we all know, education goes beyond imparting facts and information, it also 

entails the imparting of the values of the community. Because of your choice to send your children to this 

school, the values that are imparted are those of a Christian community. 

²Ŝ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǾŜǊƎŜΤ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 

ever there is a need for Christian values to be lived and witnessed equally in the school, the Church and the 

home. If we simply exist within the broader community, we can come to a point where we give up our 

Christian beliefs, values and ideals and eventually stand for nothing. 

¢ƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΣέ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘo live our lives 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άǘŀƴƎέ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ƛƴǘŀŎǘΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άǘŀƴƎȅέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴǎƛǇƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

manner in which we live.  

In her book, North of the Orient, Anne Lindbergh tells about the oriental symbolism of trees: the bamboo 

stands for prosperity; the pine for long life; the plum tree suggests courage, because it puts out blossoms 

while the snow is still on the ground. Christians might adopt the plum tree as their symbol and show Christ-

like attitudes when they are needed most: be kind and forgiving to those who hold opposite opinions and 

might be aggressive towards us; stand up for moral ideals when it is contrary to popular opinion; have the 

ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōȅ άǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ōƭƻǎǎƻƳǎέ ǿƘŜƴ it is not easy to do so. 

¢ƘŜ 5ŀƭŀƛ [ŀƳŀΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΣ ƘŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΥ ά9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ 

believe. But once you follow a religion and believe in what it teaches, you should give it great importance in 

your life and avoid having faith only on every other day. Do not act erratically and make sure your thinking 

ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƻΦέ 

Each parent is free to send their children to this school but once they have made that choice, they need to be 

fully supportive of its ethos and values. We all know the effect on children, if there is not harmony within the 



 

PO Box 312, Forbes NSW 2871                                                                 Phone: 02 6852 2000 
rbcc@redbendcc.nsw.edu.au                                                                        www.redbendcc.nsw.edu.au  

family.  The same effect is present if there is a lack of harmony between teacher and parent, between school 

and the home. 

The chief purpose of this Catholic school is to help parents bring up their children in the Catholic faith as well 

as providing a sound comprehensive education. The whole school community is responsible for creating a 

climate in the school that is permeated by the Gospel Spirit of freedom and love. When students observe their 

parents sharing common beliefs, attitudes and values, they feel more secure and purposeful within their own 

lives. 

 

Br. John Hilet  
Principal 

 

From the Deputy Principal 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
We welcome the 2009 school year with a large amount of enthusiasm, particularly with reflection on our HSC 

results from 2008. I hope your son/daughter will take a lot of encouragement from this fine set of 

achievements and use the model that it is good to do well. It is good to try your best. It is good to be involved. 

If the students at Red Bend Catholic College adopt this creed then we can look forward to an excellent year. 

A role that I have here at Red Bend Catholic College is to oversee the uniform and behaviour of the student 

body. I have encouraged the students to take the instruction from the Student Handbook. I believe it is very 

clear in the Handbook what the expectations are with regard to uniform and behaviour. It is very important 

that students adhere to these guidelines and I would expect that parents will support the College in these 

matters. You can be sure we want nothing short of what is best for your child. I often hear comparisons 

between what someone else is doing and/or wearing as if they are setting the standards. You will realise that 

it is impossible to write down every possible combination to every expectation so I would hope that you will 

know that no-one is singling out your child for special treatment one way or another. I have great confidence 

in the sensibility of students at Red Bend Catholic College and their cooperation with matters referred to here, 

so let us hope we can move forward with this fine spirit. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ IƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ L ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŀ ƳƻǾƛŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά/ƻŀŎƘ /ŀǊǘŜǊέΦ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǎome of you have watched 

this movie (and I would certainly recommend it), towards the end of the movie one of the boys on the team 

makes the following speech which I think is so applicable to our students here at Red Bend Catholic College. 

άOur deepest fear is not that we are inadequate, our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. 
It is our light not our darkness that most frightens us. Your playing small does not serve the world. There is 
nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳΦ We are all meant to 
ǎƘƛƴŜ ŀǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘƻΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎΤ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ When we let our own light shine we 
unconscientiously give other people permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ 
Best Wishes 
aŀǊƪ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ 
Deputy Principal  
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Curriculum 
Special Provisions. 
Special Examination Provisions are provided for the School Certificate tests and Higher School Certificate 
examinations.  The provisions include medical, hearing, vision as well as for learning.  
Students depending on the provision may be entitled to a writer, reader, extra time, rest break etc. 
If you feel that your child would be benefit and may be eligible please contact Mrs. aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ ƻǊ 
myself at the College. 
 
Year 12. 
Students in Year 12 have returned with renewed enthusiasm as they prepare for their HSC.  The first sets of 
assessment items for Year 12 are due in Week 4 (16/2/09).  If necessary, due to illness or misadventure Year 
12 students are asked to consult with me if they are seeking an extension for an assessment item for medical 
or family reasons.  To parents, if you have any questions in regards to illness or misadventure at the time of 
assessment items or any other curriculum issues ,please do not hesitate to contact me at the College.  
 
Students were also reminded to have their parents to contact me with regards to any issues involving illness 
or misadventure at the time of assessment items or exams. In addition to this Year 12 students are to also 
consult with me if they are seeking an extension for an assessment item for medical or family reasons.  
 
Year 11 
Students have settled into their Preliminary courses and appear to be  accepting the challenge of senior 
secondary curriculum. At a recent year level meeting it was discussed that all of the Year 11 students are 
capable of achieving good results in their courses.  The importance of building a culture of wanting to do your 
best was emphasised and students were encouraged to go beyond mediocrity and to not accept second best.  
 
A small group of students have made changes to their courses. To change a course, students need to have 
approval from the Teachers, Faculty Coordinator, Parent or Boarding coordinator. It is most preferable that 
students do not make changes after Week 4 (16/2/09), as it can be quite disruptive to their study.  
 
Year 9 and 10 
Students in Years 9 and 10 have settled into their electives. There have been some changes to electives, 
where students have had to obtain Teacher, Parental or the Boarding CƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ  !ǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¸ŜŀǊ мм 
it is preferable that students do not make changes after Week 4 (16/2/09). 
 
Mrs. Trish Martin 
Curriculum Coordinator 

 

Creative Arts  
Music Lessons 
The Mitchell Conservatorium will be conducting lessons at the College again this year in a variety of 
instruments, including: Drums, Piano, Singing, Guitar, Violin and Woodwind. Any student interested should 
see Mrs Quinn or Mrs Squire for details. There are limited instruments for hire through the College at a cost of 
$50 per Semester. 
 
Diocesan Band and Choir Day 
This event will be held again this year. We will be attending a rehearsal day in Dubbo soon and the 
performance day will again be held at St Stanislaus College in Bathurst during May. 
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College Musical 
Year 11 Drama students have begun work on the script for the Musical. It is shaping up to be an interesting 
musical trip to the far flung corners of the time and space spectrum. Auditions will be held in the next few 
weeks for interested people. 
 
Liturgical Music 
Congratulations to all the Mass Musicians on a wonderful start to the year. We look forward to a wonderful 
year celebrating the liturgy through music this coming year. 
 
Band and Vocal Group Rehearsal Times 

Vocal Group Tuesday Lunch times 
Band   Wednesday Lunch times 

Thank you to all the new members in these ensembles this year, especially all the new Year 7 students who 
came along to band. 
 
Alison Quinn 
Creative Arts Coordinator 

 

Science News 

On Tuesday 3rd March, CSIRO will be visiting the school to conduct two workshops with our Science students. 

If you would like your child/ children to attend please send in the entry fee and permission note by Friday 20th 

February. Please note: show numbers are limited. 

Show Years Cost 

Cool Chemistry Show  7-10 Science (max 66) $4-00 

  11 and 12 Chemistry $4-00 

Discovering DNA  Yr 10 Science  (max 25) $9-00 

  Yr 11 and 12 Biology $9-00 

This year is the International Year of Astronomy and our Science students may be interested in entering a film 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ŎƛƴŜƳŀέ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŦƛƭƳ ƻƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ !ǎǘǊƻƴƻƳȅΦ 5Ǌ /ƘǊƛǎ 
Hollingdrake at the Parkes Observatory www.parkes.atnf.csiro.au  can be contacted to obtain more details 
and or access to the observatory / astronomers / Dish. The competition closes on the 30th March 2009. 
 
Please see your Science Teacher for a permission note for these events. 
 
Elizabeth Fell 
Science Co-ordinator 
 

Geography Competition 

As in past years, our students are once again encouraged to participate in the Australian Geography 

Competition, this year in the Hall on Wednesday 25th  March  during Period 5. 

5ŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ around 40 multiple choice questions regarding 

geographic knowledge and skills. 

This year we are going to return to an arrangement that was put in place in 2006 where all Year 10 students 

will be required to participate in the 2009 Geography Competition. 

The aim is to encourage our Year 10 students to be as confident as possible with regard to their knowledge of 

geographic skills when preparing for the School Certificate. 

http://www.parkes.atnf.csiro.au/
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For the convenience of parents, the small $2.50 cost per student will be incorporated later in the year into the 

cost of the Year 10 field study that the NSW Board of Studies requires all Year 10 students to participate in. 
 

Please contact me at the College on phone 6852 2000 if you have any questions. 

Alex Abbey 

Coordinator HSIE 

 

Peer Support 
Moving into secondary school represents a significant change for students, as they adjust to a new situation 

that is quite different from their experiences in primary school.  Working through the program provides 

students with opportunities to get to know each other and their peer support leaders. The framework is 

designed to assist the younger students to become familiar with Red Bend, their teachers and new routines.  

The Peer Support Program will be commencing period 3 on Friday 13th February. 

Mrs. Nicole Parker 
Denis House and Peer Support Coordinator  

 

RBCC St Vincent de Paul Conference 
With the commencement of a new school year our student  members are regrouping, with elections for the 
executive coming up soon, we will be on our way to carry our the works of charity, for which the Society was 
founded. 
Our principal means of finance comes from the clothing pool (over $3,000.00 last year). At the moment 
we are very short of some items of uniform and would like to ask parents to send in any items of uniform that 
are not now required. Summer dresses and jumpers are our most urgent needed and now school has started, 
you may have found that some items of clothing have been outgrown. Could we please ask that these items 
be sent in to us for the clothing pool. 
Thank you and  God Bless. 
Br. Kenneth  

 

School Fees ð 2009 
As mentioned in previous newsletters the fees for 2009 are; 
 
Tuition 
  Years 7 ς 10  $2,736.00 per annum 
  Years 11 & 12  $3,054.00 per annum 
 
Family discounts still apply for tuition ς 10% for 2 children, 20% for 3 Children 
 
Boarding Fees 
  Full time Boarding $12,285.00 per annum 
  Weekly Boarding $  8,910.00 per annum 
 
No Family discounts are applied to boarding fees 
 

There will be a 5% discount if fees are paid in full by 4pm on Friday 27th February. 
This applied after any scholarships or family discounts are given.  
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ACER Scholarships 

 

The Australian Council for Education Research (ACER) 

Scholarship Selection Test (SST) consists of a series of 

academic ability tests used to select students for the 

award of a scholarship. ACER produces these tests, 

supplies them to schools, marks candidates' papers 

and reports candidate results back to the schools.  

http://www.acer.edu.au/ 

 

Red Bend is offering Scholarships for the 2010 school 

year. These are for students entering Years 7, 9 and 

11. 

 

Applications Close Wednesday 8th April 2009 

Examination Date: Saturday 9th May 2009  

For more information or a guided tour please contact the school. 

 

Upcoming events 
February 
  Thursday 12th        College Swimming carnival 
  Friday 13th        Peer Support commences 
  Wednesday 25th       P & F Meeting at Holy Family School in Parkes 

Friday 27th     Boarders Optional Weekend (Classes as normal for Day and                    
                                                         Weekly Boarding Students) 

 

March 

Monday 2nd     Boarders Optional Weekend (Classes as normal for Day and  
    Weekly Boarding Students) 

Monday 9th to Wednesday 11th      Year 12 Retreat 
Wednesday 11th To Friday 13th      Year 11 Retreat 
Thursday 19th        Term 1 Disco 
 

 

April  
Thursday 2nd to Friday 3rd     Year 7 Retreat 
Thursday 2nd to Wednesday 8th   Year 12 mid-year exams 
Wednesday 8th       Last day of classes Term 1 
       Applications Close ACER Scholarship Exam 

 

Notices  
Private Vehicle Conveyance Subsidy 
Private Vehicle Conveyance (PVC) Subsidy is available for eligible school students where there is no public 
transport available for all or part of the journey.  One of the main eligibility criteria is that a student resides 


